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Pullambadi) Trichinopaly District.    It is refreshing
to turn to a custom connected with the worship of
village  deities which can   make   some   pretence   to
practical utility.   In the village of Pullambadi, at the
shrine of Kulanthalamman, whose festival has already
been described,1 an interesting custom prevails, which
seems to   be not uncommon in those parts.   When
a creditor cannot recover a debt, he writes out a state-
ment of his claim against his debtor on dried palmyra
leaves, presents it to the goddess, and hangs it up on
a spear before her image.   If the claim is just and the
debtor does not pay, it is believed that he will be
afflicted with "sickness and terrifying dreams, and that
in his dreams the goddess will warn him to pay the debt
at once.   If, however, he disputes the claim, then he
in turn writes out his statement of the case and hangs
it up on the same spear.    The deity then decides which
statement is true and afflicts the perjurer with dreams
and misfortunes till the false statement is withdrawn.
When the claim is acknowledged, the debtor brings the
money to the pujari, who places it before the goddess,
and then sends for the creditor and informs him that
the debt is paid.   All the money thus paid into the
temple coffers is handed over to the various creditors
daring the festival in April or May, after deducting the
amount due to the temple treasury.   This is certainly
a simple method of doing justice in the matter of
debts, and  probably just  as effective as  the more
elaborate and more expensive processes of our courts
of law.   I was told that about ten creditors come to
the temple every year, and that the temple had made
about Rs. 3,000 as its commission on the debts collected
during the last thirty years-    Before that time the
people came and stated their claims to ,the goddess
orally, promising to give her a share if the debts were
recovered; but some thirty years ago the system of
written statements was introduced, which, evidently,
has proved far more effectual in the settlement of just
1 See above, pf 102,